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(Tape noi se occurs throughout)

VWll, he and his two | awers who are ver-
very bright young guys cane in.--So | said,
"Evidently, judging by your phone cal
earlier this is noot.” He said, "Yes, we
have just come fromour informal conference
with the U S. Attorney.” He proceeded then
to voluntarily give nme his whole testinony
from begi nning to end.

(unintelligible) sticky w ckets, but no new
ones.

That's right.
Your definition of their (unintelligible)

On the other side (unintelligible) It's much
rougher on Dean.

On Dean, he told himto lie?

No. He's been a participant, an active
participant in this thing right fromthe
very begi nni ng.

(Unintelligible) tal ked about the case in
t he nost coherent way we' ve ever had.

And | nust say--

W finally will know what happened.

This has the--this has the ring of truth
about it. He, he is a convincing wtness.
So, ah, ah, you know. But at the sane tine
it has...
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PRESI DENT:

EHRLI CHVAN

It also is not in conflict with anything
el se you' ve got

That's true.

...and alnost totally corroborates
everything el se you ve got except you get to
end of this tine.

This all starts back in Septenber of 71,
when Dean, Caul field and Magruder, --ah, net
and contrived an intelligence effort called
Sandwedge. Too nuch, 2 nonths |ater, ah,
Dean had been unable to find the right
peopl e to nmake that thing work.--and Dean
had approved of Liddy. And |ater ah, Dean,
Li ddy and Magruder met. Liddy, after-having
sone contact with Dean, and Magruder is a
little vague on (unintelligible) forward
with a mllion-dollar proposal. WMagruder
says that Dean says that a mllion dollars
was the right figure. And that’s why he

pi cked that figure.--Budgets and so the four
of themnet. They went over it and Mtchel
rejected it. A week later, Liddy cane back
with a budget half as big, the half-mllion
dol | ar budget. And that was al so rejected--

By Mtchell?

By Mtchell. Dean went on and said "These
ki nds of things shouldn't even be run by
Mtchell. He's Attorney Ceneral of the

United States. He is sitting over herein
his parochial office and he shouldn't even—=
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EHRLI CHVAN: Li ddy and Magruder then went on to try

CONT. : and devel op a satistactory project proposal.
PRESI DENT: A quarter

EHRLI CHVAN: A quarter mllion dollar level. ©Magruder

said he was never satisfied with it. He
kept sending Liddy back to the draw ng
boards. Finally, Colson called, with Liddy
and Hunt in his office (unintelligible-tape
noi se) vigorously. Finally, although he,

and he felt Mtchell, too, were nervous
about it and didn't feel confortable about
it, he said, "Well all right, 1'Il start
this noving."

PRESI DENT: (Tape noi se) he doesn’t say that Col son
chewed himout? Specifically about this
proposal ?

EHRLI CVAN: He said, Gordon Liddy's projects. He did
not say wire taps. He used the word
"projects.” In fact, there was indeed a
budget for this quarter mllion dollar
proposal. It was in witing. A copy of it

had been furnished to Gordon Strachan. And
it was very specific, in ternms of the kind
of equi pnment to be used.

PRES| DENT: It was furnished to Strachan?

EHRLI CHVAN: Yes sir. (Unintelligible) There was no
probl em from Strachan. That is he inforned
Strachan that he was going to go ahead with

the so-called Liddy proposal and, | read
his, | read his non-response as okay from
hi gher-up. | amnot able to say of ny own

know edge that there was any
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Know edge of anyone hi gher-up. Ah, in point
of fact, the, the ah, ah,-was insisting upon
was information on Larry O Brien. That was
the thing he called about and that's the
thing that he had been driving at. Around
the end of March, Mardian, ah, ah, excuse
me, Magruder and LaRue went to Key Bi scayne
where John Mtchell was.

Magruder. LaRue?.

Right. They presented it to Mtchell,
Liddy's final proposal, which
(unintelligible) installed bugs in three
pl aces- -\t er gat e- -

Was that on the phone?
They were in person.

Magruder Magruder and Mtchell--and LaRue
and LaRue. Presented it to Mtchell?

Yes sir.
In three places, huh?

It involved bugging three places -Wtergate,
McGovern Headquarters and the Font ai nebl eu.
In the conversation, Mtchell orally
approved it. Ah, now, it involved other

t hi ngs besi des taps, and ah, he was not
specific. He said, "In all, in all honesty
this was a kind of a non-deci sion. Nobody
felt confortable in this thing but we were
sort of bull-dozed into it."
(Unintelligible) Ah --

By Col son?
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EHRLI CHVAN: That's the inference. (Unintelligible)
Liddy's project. | said, "Well now, clear
up for ne just how well infornmed was
Strachan?” He said, "I informed himorally
of it. He had the budget."

EHRLI CHVAN: (Unintelligible) parts that started to cone
out of that thing were junk. Ah, we got, we
got synopses of the log. He said, "I got the
only copy. |, Magruder, is got the only
copy of the synopses.

PRESI DENT: Mtchell got a copy.

EHRLI CHVAN: He thought they were a |l ot of junk too. AR,

(tape noi se) nanmed Censtone. The one copy
t hat Magruder had of the pictures of, of the
ki nd of papers that you'd find around a
canpai gn- (Unintel l'i gi bl e) synopses of the
pictures of Mtchell. He thought it was so
bad he picked up the phone and call ed Liddy
and chewed himout. He called em
"Shitty"--1 told Strachan that the synopses
were here. Ah, he may have cone over and
read them and as | pressed himon that he
got less and less sure of that. He says, "I
told himthey were there."

HAL DEMVAN: Strachan now, Strachan says, "l stopped
readi ng the synopses, that they were -we had
1 eml

EHRLI CHVAN: Now | 've got to skip back a ways and then

"1l come back to the, to Mtchell.
HAL DEMVAN: Be sure you nmake that point to Strachan.
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EHRLI CHVAN

PRESI DENT:
EHRLI CHVAN

| think March, about the tinme of the neeting
down in Key Biscayne, Liddy threatened
Magruder's |life. He said he was transferred
to the Stans' operation.

Yeah.

LaRue approached Magruder and said, "W need
t hat operation. You ought to take hi mback
because it's, it's dead water wi thout him?”
In fact, fromthe White House to the
Headquarters, he says he told the U S
Attorney, convinced himthat they needed the
operation. Back to the quality of the work,
t hey, what they were were getting was nostly
this fellow Aiver phoning his girl friends
all over the country lining up assignations.
And payi ng noney and di scussing their Young
Leaders' Conference. Liddy was badly
enbarrassed by the, ah, chew ng out he got.
(unintelligible) again net in neeting with
him He said to John Mtchell, "M.
Mtchell, 1'Il take care of it." That was
all that was said. So the next break-in was
entirely on Liddy's own notion. But Magruder
says neither Mtchell nor Magruder knew t hat

anot her break-in was contenplated. | said
"What ah, (unintelligible) after the firing
of Liddy.” Magruder was very nervous about

him He phoned John Dean and asked Dean to
talk to Liddy and try and settle himdown
because he was acting erratic. W in the
White House is--involved in this whole

t hi ng?-the nanmes that-1 have given you

D ck Howard, sonme of Colson's people, and a
| ot of the secretaries in the EOB,
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EHRLI CHVAN
CONT. :

PRESI DENT:

have various information about a | ot of

different projects, and pickets--all kinds
of things that will come pouring out in the
process of this whole thing. Wll | said,
"Back to the burglary, who else?". He said,
“"No one else.” He said, "The U S. Attorney
is hot after Col son:-they know he was cl ose
to Hunt. The only thing they have him on
right now is the phone call to Magruder ah,
so far as Jeb knows. But his attorney then
chimed in, and said, "I think the U S,
Attorney has a good deal nore because the
US Attorney told the |awer that Hunt had
re-perjured hinself with respect to

Col son. "-when he was call ed back in under
immunity and testified as to the break-in,
and the capture of the burglars, and the
cover-up. Mtchell, LaRue, Mardian and the

| awyers basically--plus Magruder. Ah, Dean
devi sed a cover story, ah, in concert with
t hese ot her people, and enlisted, ah, Bart
Porter who went to the Grand Jury and
perjured hinmself in concert with the cover
story. Dean prepared Magruder and ot hers
for the testinony at the Grand Jury,
cross-exam ni ng and getting themready.

Li kewi se, he | eaked out information fromthe
Grand Jury to the people at the Conmmttee
for the Re-election. The U S. Attorney knows
that he did that. It is illegal to do so.

Did he say where he got it?
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He got it from higher-up. Ah, | assune
that's Henry Petersen, but | don't know.
kay, with Magruder and Mtchell in the
operation of their, of this cover story
about ah, these neetings. And they, they
wor ked out a, a, deal and they cancelled one
meeting -the mllion dollar neeting-and the
second neeting which was the half-ml1lion
dollar nmeeting -they told the G and Jury

t hey. ..

He's testified to all this?

Yes. They tal ked about election | aws.

Yeah, he's just told the U S. Attorney all
this. He--destroyed his diary, but he
couldn't do that. Ah, there's a mllion and
a half dollars in cash that was distributed.

Jesus Chri st!

LaRue and Stans know about it. There is
guote the fanous list un-quote of where that
nmoney went. Ah, | don't know | amgoing to
have to check ny notes with O Brien.

O Brien may have told nme about that. He may
have given sone idea of where that went.

The three-fifty is a part of that. Mtchel
says to Magruder, "Don't talk."

Di scouraged him Wat about Hal deman?

Hal deman's very nmuch a target of the U S
Attorney. So far they, they, they indicated
t hat they, he was inplicated only by
associ ation with other peopl e--nmeani ng
Strachan
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EHRLI CHVAN
CONT. :

presumabl y. --The attorney gave

me his private evaluation, that that was a
little puffing on the part of the U S
Attorney. He did not think that they had
anyt hing. Reisner and Powel | NMbore- Powel |
Moore i s sonebody on Ti mons' staff who was
at the Commttee and who acconpani ed Li ddy
on what are called "The Saturday Events.”
"The Saturday Events" are the events that

t ook place the day after the burglary.

Li ddy went out to find Kleindienst at
Burning Tree and, ah, told himto |et
everybody out of jail, on orders from John
Mtchell. And LaRue, of course, and

Mardi an, |argely on obstruction. They're
devel opi ng many counts of obstruction of
justice. Ah, one of the attorneys then in

wi nding up, | told himl gave Jeb your
wi shes and felicitations and so on and one
of the attorneys said "Well, you know, in

all of this there is not a scintilla of

evi dence that the President was in any way
aware of any of these transactions.”" And he
said, "Well | didn't say that for any

pur pose except just to express to you an

i npression | have about the way this thing's
going." He said, "Literally tens of dozens
of people down there crying to, to be heard
by the U S. Attorney. And he said, "This
thing is rapidly deteriorating.” But, ah,

he said, ah, "In all of this I don't see any
evi dence of the involvenent of the
President." So that was that and | thanked

them and sent themon their way. Now | have
the Attorney Ceneral of the United States
sitting at hone waiting to go to this dinner
party and | have the Deputy
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EHRLI CHVAN: Attorney Ceneral out of town. But

CONT. : as Bob points out, there isn't anything in
my report that isn't pretty well covered and
expanded on in what they've just got from
Magruder. So, | think what. | can do is
call the Attorney General, tell himwhat I
was going to tell “em tell himthat
Magr uder has just disclosed to ne what he
has shown to the U. S. Attorney and that |
really don't have anything to add, but that
| did want himto be aware of the fact of
the work that was done, and what | have done
today. And, ah...

HAL DEMVAN: Meeti ngs which you had with Mtchell..

EHRLI CHVAN: Yeah.

HAL DEMVAN: ...and Magruder,

EHRLI CHHAN: Yeah.

HAL DEMAN: The purpose of your neetings was to make the
point to themthat they should not go on-on
t he m sgui ded assunption that that was for
the President. ..

EHRLI CHVAN: Ri ght .

HAL DEMAN: (Unintelligible) This says that the neetings
at Key Biscayne (unintelligible) existed
| ong, after...

PRESI DENT: Tell me this Bob, ah, what is, what about

Strachan? Strachan says he did not know
about this.

10
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PRESI DENT:
HAL DEVAN

Can | give Strachan a report on this?

Sure. Sure. Wat is your, what was your
vi ew about Strachan's perjury?

| don't know. (More than one voice heard,
all unintelligible) Make the headlines.

(Unintelligible) He goes to the G and Jury
Monday nmorning. That's why it's fair that
he be given this informati on so he doesn't
perjure hinself.

Ri ght .

| don't think he's testified on any of this
so | don't think he has any perjury problem
What he's got to do is build the defense
that, that ah...

Meets these points.
Meets these points and ah
Coul d. . .

And he coul d--he can keep hinself as a, as
an office boy, which is what he was. A
conference boy. |If he |lied about a thing-he
per sdaded Gordon to keep Liddy on, or

sonet hing, or Jeb to keep Liddy on-ah, |
woul d t hink he woul d argue back that-"Jeb
said to ne, 'Now, what should we do?' and |
said, "Jees, | think-we better keep him
on--he's getting good stuff.”

(Unintel ligible)

11
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HALDEMAN
(Cont' d)

PRESI DENT:

EHRLI CHVAN

PRESI DENT:

EHRLI CHVAN

HAL DEMAN

| think Gordon knows how to deal with

that if you give it to him But | -See now,
| went back to Gordon today on this point
(unintelligible) and he said, "Absolutely,
there was no other noney." That on the

22 the only deal was for a fella to
handle it according to what Howard told hi m—
that’s who they sent the noney over to.

For him (unintelligible).

VWell, we got Magruder, now, in this pickle.
He's still on the governnent payroll in the
Comrer ce Depart nent.

I n Conmer ce?
| think it is.--1 thought he was.

As | listen to this the second tine around.
Let ne tell you what my concerns are.

(Unintelligible) Wen he got down to it, he
told the truth. And when he is talking to
us, at least, he is bringing us into it. He

will, for instance, he'll want to el aborate
on uh, Sandwedge and say | was involved in
it. Ww to the extent that | listened to a
presentation, | was. But |, at the tinme

said, "This is sonmething | don't want to be
i nvolved in. Sonething that should not be
handled in here. Don't, conme to nme any nore
with it", and they didn't. And then he'l
say | was also involved in the neetings.

That he cane to nme after that second neeting
and said, "They came up with, ah, you know,

t he pl ans,
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EHRLI CHVAN

with a preposterous plan.” | told him
that, "It can't be done." They shoul dn' t
even be tal king about it in the Attorney
Ceneral's office. | said, "John, get out of

it. You stay out of it, too."” And he did.
He said he would stay out of it fromthen

on, and | suspect he did. They'Il tie ne in
that way by indirection in a sense that,
but, the problem is, that, | think--his

people with him My be that sounds |ike
"everybody go down with the ship" but, ah,
when it conmes to this cover up business
Expandi ng-on, ah -Yes, he has a feeling--the
three fifty. I amnot unconfortable with
that, but Dean, Dean is unconfortable.

What do you do about Dean? In other words,
John

The U S. Attorney's got to (unintelligible)
But Dean has been ah..

| think this all has broken since. | think
they were probably playing it just right.

Play their gane (unintelligible) Magruder
testifies. (Unintelligible)

I, I think that's their...
Anal ysi s.
...anal ysis.
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PRESI DENT: Yeah.

EHRLI CHVAN: | think they are after Col son, you,-nme and
(unintelligible) I say to the highest |eve
provabl e objecti on.

PRESI DENT: Let nme say that this, this tends to ah, with
the Ervin Conmititee over. hanging...--

HAL DEMAN: One, of these itens each day, has cone up

EHRLI CVAN: Well, looking at the line, | should cal
Kl ei ndi enst to be sure and catch hi mbefore
he gets out.

PRESI DENT: Way don't you call hinf

EHRLI CHVAN: If I can find him

PRESI DENT: Al right. That's the only thing I'm
t hi nki ng about--is that, with the thing
on. ..

EHRLI CHVAN: | see. If it turns out | call him
(unintelligible).

PRESI DENT: | don't see how McCord can be put on now
wi t hout prejudicing the cases of the
def endent s.

EHRLI CHVAN: That's right.

PRESI DENT: | nmean, | (unintelligible) try to call Ervin
and tell himnot to do it.

HAL DEMAN

Ah, Jeb's attorneys felt that they would do
so, and they say that there are case that
would require it.
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PRESI DENT: Do you have negotiations with Ervin on
Monday?

HAL DEVAN: | have.

EHRLI CHVAN: | really think Ervin would be delighted. If
you give hima chance to prove his case
better, you will have nore than you have
her e.

PRESI DENT: Yeah.

HAL DEMAN: That gives himbetter keep an eye on him
He's going to think it solves all his
problens. (Unintelligible) I"mnot sure it
does this (unintelligible). At |east
shoul d get her witten stuff
(unintelligible).
--------------------------------------- (Ehrl
(Ehrlichman begi ns conversation on
t el ephone)

EHRLI CHVAN: Hello, Hi, General. How are you?

How was the gol f?
First half good?

To keep you you up to date on what |'ve been
doing. Ah, for about the last three
weeks--well, since | saw you, before | saw
you out in San C enente--the President has
had me trying to gather together, as you
know, a certain anmount of l|law  Yesterday, |
gave himnmny it was hearsay, sone of it
pretty, pretty reliable. And the whole
thing fit together pretty well as, | told
himwas that | had encountered people to
conme forward because
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EHRL| CHVAN
CONT;

sonehow felt that the Presidency, er, er,

was served by their not coming forward. So
he has had ne today, in a series of
conversations with people, to straighten

t hem around on that point, and the first one
| tal ked to was your predecessor. Then

tal ked to Magruder, and-

Ah, as, at it turned out, I was just a
little late in talking to Magruder, because
he had just cone back fromtelling
everything to the U S. Attorney. He has
deci ded to cone cl ean.

Yep, and ah, and he had his informal
conference just mnutes before he cane in to
see ne.

(Unintelligible) inconsistent.

And he, he inplicates everybody in al
directions, up and down in the Cormittee to
Re- el ect .

Yep, cold turkey—My instructions were, that
after I had conplete--well 1, | mght say
that I also talked to a couple of other
peopl e who are around here, ah, just to pass
the, the word to encourage them ah, to
testify, if the only reason they were not
testifying was sone concern about the
(unintelligible). Al so, being very carefu
to say that | recogni zed everybody had
rights, and that it didn't nean-now.

Magr uder then. .

Yep.

16
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EHRLI CHVAN
CONT. :

--Mdre than just a participation in a
conspiracy, Dick.

Ah, | nust say that ny conversation with him
was reassuring in that regard. He's very
steadfast in his protestations of...

...the Magruder case is not only
testamentary but it is circunstantial and is
per suasi ve to ne.

.1 didn't have all of this here | ama, a
citizen of the United States and a, the
designated inquirer with a body of
information. Ah, ny purpose and intent was
to advise you of this when | had finished
with this process and tender this
informati on for whatever purpose it would
serve, recognizing that until just a few
mnutes ago it was al nost entirely hearsay.
Magr uder has just unl oaded on ne the
substance of his conversation with the U S
Attorney-informal conversation. And I find
that I now have very little to add to what
Magruder has already given the U S
Att or ney.

| felt that | should go forward and at | east
advi se you of this and to-ah

(Unintelligible, |Ioud noises) let ne spoil
your afternoon conpletely, will you? ONe of
t he things Magruder told me was ah, and, ah,
and his attorney who was with him
corroborated, was that they are very

17
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EHRLI CHVAN
CONT. :

concerned about Dean's ah, facility for

advi si ng people at the Conmttee of the
proceedi ngs of the Grand Jury.

Vell, he was apparently inform ng Magruder
and others of what the Grand Jury was saying
and doing. Silbert or soneone else said to
Dean's Attorney, "Well, we know the source
of Dean's information and it was from hi gher
up. "

In any event, ah, | renenber what you told
me before (noise) and | originally had

t hought that perhaps sonet hing woul d be
served by you and Sneed comng in and the
three of us but this thing has taken the
Magr uder bounce,-to think now that you
better, to tell Sneed the substance of this
conversation

--well, don't you think?
Yep.

| think the President's feeling is that
Sneed could do that.

Well, I, I think he is pretty firmon that.

18
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EHRLI CHVAN
CONT. :

Well, | think you should on Monday.

Al right.

--thought and we will too, and then we
shoul d tal k on Monday.

--along to ne.

| just, just wanted you to have a nice tine
this evening.

Dont’'t forget ny tender if there's any way
that any of this hearsay of m ne that ah,
that I have collected is in, in anyway
useful, I would be glad to make it
available. But I, I, ny thinking is that |
could add very little to what Magruder just
told ne.

(Unintelliglble) my dear.

Your’re, ny favorite | aw enforcenent
of ficer.

Do you want ah, do you want ne to give you
anyt hi ng additional on Mnday?
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EHRLI CHVAN
CONT. :

Vell no | have been tal king to people’

for three weeks. | have tal ked to everybody
but the m | kman.

--outside, and people's |lawers, and every
damm t hi ng.

Vell, 1've talked to them and in sone cases
they know |’ ve tal ked to ot her people.

They had to know that because, you know,
t hey knew t he source of ny | eads,

Ah, no. He's largely inplicated on
obstruction of justice.

Yeah.

--was having a terrible time living with it,
and he didn't see any point in waiting any
longer. His attorneys said they analyzed it
very carefully, and they could see, ah, no
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EHRLI CHVAN: --advantage to waiting, and every

CONT. : advantage to getting in now.
--couple of very bright guys,. I, |I've got
their nanes over there, but | can't tell you
now. Bernbaum and sonebody el se. Sears, |
think is the other guy. (unintelligible).
Par don?
Sure.
Sur e.
Alright, let nme know.
| am going to go see Bernstein and what's
hi s name get their awards.
(End of tel ephone conversation)

EHRLI CHVAN: He is shook (unintelligible)

PRESI DENT: --both his eyes were cl osed.
(Two peopl e heard tal king, but
unintelligible)

HAL DEMAN: Think this was surprise to hinf

EHRLI CHVAN: A subject of great distress to him 171
tell you that.

PRESI DENT: O course he was distressed. Let ne ask
you, John, about Col son. Ah, everything
t hat has been said here, despite the fact
that they were not after himit would be
consistent wth Colson's not, ah, know ng
t he WAt ergate busi ness.

EHRLI CHVAN: Magruder doesn't lay a glove on him

21



APRI L 14,

1973, FROM 5:15 P.M TO 6:45 P. M

PRESI DENT:

EHRLI CHVAN

PRESI DENT:

HAL DEVAN

EHRLI CHVAN

PRESI DENT:

EHRLI CHVAN

PRESI DENT:
PRESI DENT:

But he said they're hot after him But where
they may have the "hot after him' is on the,
ah, what?

on is connection with Hunt. Their prem se
apparently is, according to their |awers,
t hat everything Hunt knew, Colson knew.

But Hunt ah, then Hunt therefore will ah,
they're going to try to get himto cone in
and let, and let, uh, lay a glove on Col son
now.

Col son (unintelligible) It will be Col son's
role to get hinself a defense.
(Unintel ligible)

Wel 1, Kleindienst says, for reasons | have
to be very careful about who |I comrunicate
with, for the next little while.

kay.

He wants ne to neet with himand Henry
Petersen tonorrow. |, |’ m possessed of

i nformation establishing the conmtting of a
crime. And, uh, |I've got to be darn careful
about who | talk to.

On, ah, on things that you have done (| augh)
Ahl
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EHRLI CHVAN

PRESI DENT:

EHRLI CHVAN

PRESI DENT:

EHRLI CHVAN

PRESI DENT:

EHRLI CHVAN

PRESI DENT:

EHRLI CHVAN

PRESI DENT:

HALDEMAN
PRESI DENT:

EHRLI CHVAN

He says that Sneed detached from

Wat ergate-was in a perfect position to act
on it, but, he wishes we'd get a speci al
pr osecut or.

(Unintel ligible)
He wants to tal k about it Monday, and ah
Do you still think that's a bad idea?

| think it's very bad. Al these
peopl e- prosecut or.

| want you to say that to himtonorrow.

| sure will.

That "I have just decided against it."

Vell, if you could hear ne...

(More than one person tal ks, unintelligible)

This is outrageous...He's considered it.
Thought it through. He doesn't want a
speci al prosecutor because then it's a
reflection on the people you' ve got there.
They're doing a hell of a job here. As the
cases wll point out. And we shouldn't
throw them out, then, throw them out now.
Let them continue...”

Correct?
Yeah. | agree.

Interesting, the interesting fact--the U S.
Attorney for the District of Colunbia has
just had Magruder in the office and can sew
up the case.
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PRESI DENT: Yeah.

HAL DEMVAN: (Unintelligible) Attorney GCeneral
(unintel ligible)

PRESI DENT: Yeah.

PRESI DENT: | f he doesn't resign?

EHRLI CHVAN: Vell | don't think..

HAL DEMAN: | don't think he has to.

EHRLI CHVAN: | don't think he has to, though. | think he
may want to, and if he does want to, | think
he shoul d.

PRESI DENT: And if he doesn't want to we could put Sneed
in the job?

EHRLI CHVAN: As acting until you get sonebody damn good.

PRESI DENT: You woul dn't keep Sneed..

EHRLI CHVAN: (Unintel ligibl e/ REMOVED) he's-ah,
(unintelligible)

PRESI DENT: You' d rather have our friend over at HUD?

HAL DEMAN: Sonebody |ike him yeah. yeah.

PRESI DENT: Well, we need sonebody that's damn good.

EHRLI CHVAN: You shoul d have a spokesnman.
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PRESI DENT: (Unintelligible).

EHRLI CHVAN: Yeah.

PRESI DENT: (Unintelligible) Ehrlichman to get out the
facts that he has nmade this investigation
that we weren't drug kicking and scream ng
into this thing. | don't know.

EHRLI CHVAN: --legal problem 1'Il talk to D ck
t onmor r ow.

PRESI DENT: Yeah, it may be a | egal problem

EHRLI CHVAN: And if a, if there's not a | egal
probl em --be a question, an, Mnday for
Zi egler on what Mtchell was doing at the
White House. (unintelligible) He should say
he was here talking to ne."

PRESI DENT: (Unintelligible) "The whole matter
(unintelligible).

EHRLI CHVAN: Yeah. (unintelligible)

PRESI DENT: And he'll say, "Ch that's been given to the
proper authorities.” That's what | would
say.

HAL DEMAN: All he has to say is, why can you just
say. ..

EHRLI CHVAN: I n due course.

HAL DEMAN: Unl ess you want that authority to say you've
been investigating.

PRESI DENT: That' s the whol e- poi nt.

EHRLI CHVAN: G ven the opportunity, I"'msure it's the

occasi on.
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HAL DENMAN: Yeah.

PRESI DENT: Wth regard to the hearings, shouldn't we,
at |east get this..about. First, the
heari ngs when they eventually conme are gonna
be anti-climatic in ny opinion. Ah,

EHRLI CHVAN: Could be anti-climatic. The networks m ght
just, ah, not want ‘em

PRESI DENT: Because of the fact that the big fish have
been i ndi ct ed.

HAL DENMAN: Can't tell.

PRESI DENT: And so forth.

EHRLI CHVAN: O you nmay have Wi cker saying "the wong
guys got indicted again" (unintelligible)
that way. And you could say that...

PRESI DENT: | think |I've reached the conclusion, but the
two of you and Ziegler will disagree with
that conclusion, but it's a loser for us to
continue trying to say that, ah, | think
you' ve got to say, that | agree on their
bill of law, now, what do you think Bob?
Let's be forthcom ng on that -and get that
out fairly soon. (Unintelligible) I'm
trying to get sonme appearance of, of
cooperation. (Unintelligible) Do you agree,
Bob, or not?

HAL DENMAN: | do, I...

PRESI DENT: Now t he question is what do you do about

Dean. That may be noot. For that reason
woul d say- -
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HAL DEMAN: (Unintelligible) guess that M. Dean's going
to be indicted.

EHRLI CHVAN: Magr uder does not think Dean with the
break-in and the buggi ng.

PRESI DENT: No, but he says he was there..

EHRLI CHVAN: He's in the inception,

PRESI DENT: Yeah.

EHRLI CHVAN: But they have...

HAL DEMAN: But he's in the inception only up to the
(unintelligible) (Two peopl e talking,
unintelligible)

EHRLI CHVAN: Up to a point,...up to a point. Sir? and he
is not a participant in the Liddy, Magruder
quarter-mllion, take it to Florida plan.

HAL DEMAN: He is no link at all to the plan that was
carried out.

PRESI DENT: Al right then, so they get himfor what?
They get himfor the aftermath, the
aftermath, it's kind of constructive, isn't
it?

HAL DEMAN: (Unintel ligible)

PRESI DENT: Huh.

HAL DEMAN: He had a chance.

EHRLI CHVAN: He's got a chance.

PRESI DENT: But not much. They say that he believed

that he has a constructive ah..
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EHRLI CHVAN: | muni ty.

PRESI DENT: ...immunity there on that.

EHRLI CHVAN: But he doesn't have it any nore.

PRESI DENT: No, (unintelligible) this would tend to bear
out the Col son story that Mgruder told from
here it sounds like the story
(unintelligible).

HAL DEMVAN: (Unintelligible) But Colson's interest to
tell us that Magruder had nailed him

PRESI DENT: That's right.

EHRLI CHVAN: It's established that what he told nme was
substantially what he told the U. S.

Att or ney.

PRESI DENT: | under st and.

EHRLI CHVAN: They obviously were interested in giving you
all the information (unintelligible)

PRESI DENT: (Unintel ligible)

EHRLI CHVAN: | doubt it.

He's conpletely rel axed. A
smle on his face. He wasn't shaking. He
wasn’t going to fight it the way he's been
every tinme I've seen him He just said "
hope this isn't going to be for too long."
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PRESI DENT:

HAL DEVAN

PRESI DENT:
EHRLI CHVAN
HAL DEVAN

PRESI DENT:

HAL DEVAN
PRESI DENT:
EHRLI CHVAN

PRESI DENT:
HALDEMAN
PRESI DENT:

UNI DENTI FI ED

HALDEMAN

(Unintelligible) the right thing. we're
all...W've all got to do the right thing.
God dam it! W just cannot have this
ah,this kind of a business, John. Just
cannot be.

(Unintelligible) according to Magruder
Magruder said the sane thing.
(Unintelligible).

(Unintel ligible)
Yeah.

But they are |awers. They may have this
nore wor ked out then we have too, or
sonet hing. |

| think Mtchell is beyond beli ef
(unintelligible) or do you think
(unintelligible.)

Do you believe Magruder (unintelligible).
(unintelligible) what |

Well, that's true. What it basically cones
down to, a question of credibility sure, the
circunstanti al s--

But, but, but LaRue?
| f LaRue tells the story about MCord..
Li ddy, Li ddy.

meant i s

your friend Liddy.
Dean.

VWll, Liddy can't crack and conpletely
di scuss (unintelligible)

(More than one person tal ks, al
unintelligible)
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EHRLI CHVAN

PRESI DENT:

EHRLI CHVAN
PRESI DENT:
EHRLI CHVAN
HAL DEVAN

PRESI DENT:

HAL DEVAN

EHRLI CHVAN
PRESI DENT:
EHRLI CHVAN

PRESI DENT:

HAL DEVAN

Cause Mtchell says |I've seen Liddy doing so
and so and so and so. And Liddy says, "Boy,
that's crazy, | ook here, I saw himon this
day, and this day, and this day...”

How about Dean? OF course that's the big
guestion. And what about the Hal deman
statenent: should it be made now?

Can't hurt anything...
Hm??
Can't hurt anything.

Clearly, it would have, it would have to be
broader, on Strachan-

The point that | an, wondering, you see, |
don't know what we coul d say about
(unintel ligible)

Say that Strachan did get the thing.
No.
Did participate?

| suspect Strachan is not going to
corroborate anything. "My relationship with
the conmttee was to--

Yep. No harmin putting it out. Wat the
hell. You ve got to get it out. Wat do
you think, Bob? (Unintelligible)

| don't think it does, but |I'm sonmewhat, you
know, puzzled by it, by, in nmy own assurance
that it's a good idea, but,
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HAL DEMAN | have the feelings of Kissinger's

CONT. : and Ziegler's that it's a disaster for ne to
be (unintelligible)

EHRLI CHVAN: You' re not about to be out front.
(unintelligible)

PRESI DENT: --the point is Bob, that, ah, that, you
have... (unintelligible)

HAL DEMVAN: ...to be that far out front before this
hits. And then this hits. It puts ne in
the lead wth it, is what they would argue.

EHRLI CHVAN: The story of his new found freedom he's
made, wll run around and tell everybody in
t own.

PRESI DENT: He just launched into this, you know. |
didn't ask him

HAL DEMVAN: O course.

EHRLI CHVAN: You can understand that. A guy that's had,
had. ..

(More than one person tal ks, al
unintelligible)

EHRLI CHVAN: ...constipation for eight nonths and all of
a sudden is able to take a crap i s gonna
enjoy it.

PRESI DENT:

Wy don't you nmake the deal on Monday for
this...It, ah, just so that we keep sone
honor. (Unintelligible) and we'll take al
t he peopl e, ah, any nenbers
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PRESI| DENT of the Wiite House staff, (unintelligible)

CONT. : with any privilege, (unintelligible) any
executive privilege waived, ah, reserved,
ah, to, a, to be, ah, ah, to be decided in
executive session. How does that sound to
you?

EHRLI CHVAN: Well, ny position would be that they don't
get to decide

PRESI DENT: (Unintel ligible)

EHRLI CHVAN: ...the question of executive privilege. W
decide that (unintelligible).

HAL DEMAN: Assert it,...don't answer

PRESI DENT: Yeah.

EHRLI CHVAN: Let the judge decide that.

PRESI DENT: So, you would say that the (unintelligible)

HAL DEMVAN: (Unintelligible) cover up the whole
(unintelligible)

EHRLI CHVAN: W say we are going to send our people up
there and we don't care if you have
television or a night in a damm circus tent.
You can send themup there and every
guestion is subject to research under
obj ection for executive privilege. W' re not
guilty and (unintelligible)

HAL DEMVAN: What do you do with ny know edge of hearsay.
| just throwit all out now?

PRESI DENT: No, you don't do it. Well..
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EHRLI CHVAN

PRESI DENT:

HALDEMAN

PRESI DENT:

EHRLI CHVAN

PRESI DENT:

EHRLI CHVAN

PRESI DENT:
HAL DEVAN

PRESI DENT:

EHRLI CHVAN

PRESI DENT:

I, I have gone into that in great with Ervin
and he agrees with the concept that we are
conduits to the President, that anything
that was given to us is privileged.

He agrees with you, (unintelligible) given
to the President, in other words.

I f anything is given to ne and the
(unintelligible).

| would say, "We'll give you Dean in
Executive Session.” How does that work out.
(Unintelligible) start with Dean. Not at
al | .

| did.

(Unintelligible) Interrogatories. But you

see, you, you, get in a position where you
can, uh, can say, they claimexecutive
because of the (unintelligible) nature of
the situation (unintelligible) of making the
substance part public.

| nmust say that | think part of the trouble
wi th our agreenent...

Yes.

John Dean may be into this where they can't
call himanyway.

That's what |'mthinking about, that.
Yeah.

(more than one person tal ks, al
unintelligible)

You see |'mah, I'mjust thinking
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PRESI DENT:
CONT. :

HAL DEMAN:

PRESI DENT:

PRESI DENT:

about this one. Wich appeared to be

forthcom ng and, and, | wouldn't, | wouldn't

| et the Dean thing be a, be a big fracas, if
necessary. | just think that that's one nove
you can nmake now at the present tinme. |, ah,
just go and I, | think the proponent of the
idea that will buy, buy a good headline for a
day and invite Dean back for, for later on

But ah, we're going to get beat around the
head and shoul ders.--Let's, let's ,let's face
it. W're going to get it until the G and
Jury indicts, and then '"til the Gand Jury
(unintelligible) that woul d be maybe anot her,
ah, two, three weeks. After that, when they do
indict, then they'll say "Christ, M.
President, what the hell are you going to do
to that, we'll beat “emto the punch. | think
we've got to do that. | just feel it's one of
those things. (Unintelligible) to announce
that I make it tomorrow night. Wuld you do

t hat ?

(Unintelligible) to be repudiated by the
committee, that neets Tuesday.
(Unintelligible) to, to wait...

Phone rings:

Ya, Ya. (Unintelligible). Very nice, sure
woul d. Ch great, great. You' re going over to
the...Ch, you did. (Unintelligible) Aren't
you going to have dinner there? Ch, it starts
at ten of eight. | see. WIlIl, we're supposed
to be there at eight forty five.
(Unintelligible) at eight forty five, OK

Well we'll have a wonderful tine and I'll see
you there. See you when you get back. Bye.

( Someone speaks, voice unintelligible)

Maybe we should. (Unintelligible) I think,
think we've got to get bouncing. Ah, that,
there, there's another thing I'mthinking of,
Bob, is that there's...lI"mthinking of the
fact that this (noise) here now, may make the
hearings a hell of a lot less interesting and
also a hell of alot...they sure as hel
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HAL DEMAN: --ny wfe about that.

PRESI| DENT: Sure.

HAL DEMVAN: | hate to see that stuff keep getting
obstructed by Watergate. That isn't the
problemwe' re dealing with today. Al this
stuff's devel oping on Watergate. This nakes
Watergate ook a ot worse than it really
used to look in a way.

PRESI DENT: Thi s does?

HAL DEMAN: Oh, 1'lIl say it does because it involves so
many people. (Unintelligible) and we got-a
way (unintelligible)

PRESI DENT: That's our problem

HAL DEMVAN: Well it be two weeks before this gets out?
s that...they were saying before that it
was going to be May 15th, but now with
Magruder's now on the appl esauce. Huh? What
can they (unintelligible).

PRESI DENT: Vell. ..

HAL DEMAN: (Unintel ligible)

PRESI DENT: (Unintelligible) they want to wi nd up al
the others; if they want to get all the
obstructions, they've got to hear all these
peopl e.

HAL DEMVAN: Ri ght .

EHRLI CHVAN

Not, not all of them but they've got a,
they got (unintelligible)
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EHRLI CHVAN

HALDEMAN
PRESI DENT:

HAL DEVAN

PRESI DENT:
HAL DEVAN
PRESI DENT:

HAL DEMAN

Get a leg up. (unintelligible) wll give
‘ema leg up, this Hunt thing give ‘“‘ema |leg
up, . ..

(Several people talk, all unintelligible)

They make their case fromthe tine that they
either vote on indictnents (unintelligible).
They may recess the Grand Jury for a couple
of weeks. (Unintelligible) indictnents.

VWhere el se.

Where el se do you have a, ah...a what's the
| at est we've got on the problemthat's ny
point again (unintelligible). Say you're
not going to do it because of Dean.

If the situation's going to get worse, then
you maybe have to do sonmething. |If this is
as bad as it's going to get, then, if this
going to change in a different direction,
maybe you're better off not doing anything.
O course, the alternatives are, it's nore
likely to get worse. In other words
(unintelligible), if you, if you think
you're ready to swing, my guess is probably
there is an actual danger, that the
Republ i can House will neet and pass a
resolution calling on the President...

That's what | think
...and probably a unani nous resol ution.

| think it's very close to that right now.

| think this would trigger it, wthout
guestion. They would be so horrified about
that the White House staff (Unintelligible).

Could be. But | guess that's not going to
satisfy them But, this pretty nuch
establishes the Watergate thing and then you
say (unintelligible) |like CGol dwater,
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HAL DEMAN: the people that want this done with are
going to---You' ve got to | ook at the other
possi bl e boxes to say, "Wll, thank God,
it's been, all been cleared up now. Let's
forget all this other shit" and, a, sone
will say, "It's now clear the Wite House
wasn't involved, and thank God they weren't.
And it's clear the President wasn't involved
and thank God he wasn't. It's a tragedy that
they great man, John Mtchell, was.” Ah...

PRESI DENT: And that so many people at the Conmttee
wer e.

HAL DEMAN: And then, everybody will dwell on that.

PRESI DENT: Except that, except that except that you' ve
got a fair chance that Dean will get it. A
fair chance that sonmeone will break.

(Unintel ligible)

HAL DEMAN: | would spotlight it as the, as the
unbi l i cal cord at the White House and in the
Comm ttee and the question will be, "Wat’'s
at the other end of those unbilical cords?"

PRESI DENT: Then, you-don't think

HAL DEMAN: (Unintel ligible)

PRESI DENT: You don't think there's nuch, ah..

HAL DEMVAN: The unbel i evabl eness. .

PRESI DENT: Dean, no, Dean's high enough.

HALDEVAN

The ah, now, the unbelievabl eness of it.is
bei ng answered by this. "There is sonebody
hi gher than Gordon Liddy had to have agreed
to spend
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HAL DEMAN: a quarter of a mllion dollars...

CONT. :

PRESI DENT: That' s the point

HAL DEMAN: ...the Denocratic National Commttee." Now
you' ve got that sonebody.

PRESI DENT: That's Mtchell.

HAL DEMAN: Now t hat you've got sonebody who was, you've
got a believabl e case where you can now say,
"Well, so there was sonme other stuff going
on but, ah, this was where the problemwas."

PRESI DENT: (Unintel ligible)

HAL DEMAN: (Unintel ligible)

PRESI DENT: |"d just like to get Segretti out in our, in
our forum Don't you think so?

HAL DEMAN: Yes, you've got to get it out.
(Unintelligible) Watergate (unintelligible)

PRESI DENT: Hal deman. They' ||l say, they'll say Hal deman
(unintel ligible)

HAL DEMVAN: ...and let's see what they say.

PRESI DENT: Huh?

HAL DEMAN: If it says Hal deman admts guilt, | mean
that's pretty clear.

PRESI DENT: | know.

HAL DEMAN: VWhat | want to do...

PRESI DENT: Yeah.
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HAL DEMAN: But, ah, the Ziegler or Kissinger viewis
very strongly that that's what | shoul dn't
do. I'mthe last guy to decide

PRESI DENT: Yeah.

HAL DEMVAN: ...which is right.

PRESI DENT: Yeah. What do you think, John?

HAL DEMAN: John thinks | shoul d.

EHRLI CHVAN: | think he should conme out.

PRESI DENT: It wll come out right after that. Severa
of the Republicans..

EHRLI CHVAN: Now as | say, | haven't, | haven't heard
Henry's..

PRESI DENT: You start with Weicker and ot her Republicans
and right after that and say, "Hal deman
shoul d resign because of his involvenent in
the Segretti matter."

HAL DEMVAN: Either (unintelligible) you d have to resign

PRESI DENT: O | defend it.

HAL DEMVAN: O you defend it. You can't, | don't think
you can ignore it. If, ah, if |I've done

that you've either got to, you ve got to

t hen make the judgenent that that was
sufficient to cause ne to resign or it
wasn't. That's the first question of the
first person. (Unintelligible) it should be
answer ed before. ..

(Several people talk, all unintelligible)
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PRESI DENT:

EHRLI CHVAN

PRESI DENT:

PRESI DENT:

HAL DEVAN

PRESI DENT:
HAL DEVAN

EHRLI CHVAN

(Unintelligible) that Hal deman's gonna
resign, you nean?

Yeah. Ziegler can, the next day, say "His
connection to this was very renote, was very
benign.” And he...get that
out...(unintelligible) in ny view, before it
was established that a crine was commtted
by Segretti.

Ri ght .
(Several people talk, all unintelligible)

| would not, | would not be, | would not be
as, not be as strong for your getting it
out, except for his having said "self
incrimnation", the fact that that nade
him..

You' ve got a really- crunchy decision, which
i s whether you, whether you want nme to
resign or whether you don't. You, that's one
you' ve got to figure out. The problemw th
that is if | go on the basis of the Segretti
matter, you' ve got to | et Dean go on the
basis of his inplication, which is far

Wor se.

Yeah.

Strachan's al ready out of the White House so
that's no problem |If they wait awhile
(unintelligible) Ehrlichman in, you are
going to have to let himgo.

He's got, he's got sort of a, got sort of a
hypot hesi s that he's devel oping in our
conversation that,
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EHRLI CHVAN
CONT.

PRESI DENT:
EHRLI CHVAN

HALDEMAN
PRESI DENT:
EHRLI CHVAN

PRESI DENT:

EHRLI CHVAN
PRESI DENT:
EHRLI CHVAN

PRESI DENT:
HAL DEVAN

that referring himto Kal nbach was al nost as
good as action (unintelligible).
Yeah.

As a matter of fact, | didn't refer himto
Kal mbach. He cane to ne and said, "May | go
to Kal nbach?".

He did the sane thing to ne.
Go to Kal mbach for the purpose of ?

For the purpose of getting Herb to raise
sone noney. For the purpose of paying the
defendants. For the purpose of keeping
them quote, on the reservation, unquote.

Right. Wth that they could try to tie you
and Bob in a conspiracy to obstruct justice.

That's his theory.
(Unintelligible) questionable.

Well, I'"'mnot so sure that makes any
difference at this int. He's coloring this
in order to induce (unintelligible) the key
was in their (unintelligible).

Well, lesser (unintelligible).

Strachan's position is totally tenable and
true (unintelligible) --w t hout giving
hi m any hel p.
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(Begi nni ng of Reel Two)

I know. The way you have to handle that, let's
face it, is that, uh, | nean, is there, of
course, you've got the whol e busi ness of the
aftermath, as to

(End of Reel One)

uh, as to notive. And, uh, there, if you or Bob
are asked, uh, what do you say?

VWell, a, as far as | can reconstruct it and |
may be putting it favorably,
(unintelligible-tape noise) clearly-is concerned
about what these fellows are going to testify
to. The Grand Jury in secret couldn't hurt,
whet her they would go out and sell their
stories, uh, to Saturday Evening Post...

Li fe Magazi ne.
Sure, sure.
Yep.

That's right. They're not a bit concerned about
(unintelligible).

So, uh, |, |, was concerned about that,
particularly Hunt who is a kind of aro- an
aut hor type and, and would be inclined to do
that kind of thing.

In fact I had no know edge who was or wasn't
guilty or where the thing |ed.

| see. | see.

That's exactly right. W weren't protecting
anybody.

I"'meven willing to buy that.

I know, | said that to John, and John didn't
agree with ne.

I wish we could keep Dean away fromthat.
Magruder we don't have to get that in, uh
(unintelligible) unless it's a-Let nme say, uh,
let's, let's, let's, let's sleep on what we do
with the uh My, nmy viewis, though, | think
that, I think the odds are, that the interest in
the Cormittee is less. (Unintelligible) some of
the big fish. The second thing is going to be,
uh -
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A | ot of people are going to say, "For
Chri st sake, you solved the Watergate now,
forget it.” WII that come to this?

Sone of our people can see it. Christ,
that's not what he wanted investi gated.

He said that the folks out there got fed up
with it anyway. Just say, just get an
answer and get it out of the way. That's
what |'mtal king about. They don't care.

It's really such a crappy thing. And he'l
conme in, plead self-incrimnation, and cl ear
hi m

Be a lively copy when they start bringing in
all these people fromaround the country.
VWat they did or who were victins, or

Wi t nesses, or sonet hing.

It'd be lively copy, John, but it's sorts
stuffy.

Yep.

It, it's not the good stuff.
(Unintel ligible)

(Unintelligible).

Horrible, horrible. But we got eight nonths
to go. Wll, let ne finish ny anal ysis.
(Unintelligible). The, uh in nmy opinion,
Bob, for the forthcom ng thing which

think, | tilted against | think Magruder
(unintelligible) is for (unintelligible) as
many as we need, any nove right now.

| think you ve got it if you're going to do
it, though, | think you ve got to face the
I'i kel i hood that Magruder or sonebody is
going to call for my resignation for having
hired Segretti.

(Unintelligible).

| did hire Segretti. (Unintelligible)
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It's Strachan.

Yeah. (Unintelligible) over a period of
time will cone back with these This is
the-first time? You' ve got a couple of
ot hers who shoul d have been said, uh -

We've gotta face that.

You m ght want to, want to tie it to a
resignation at the tinmne |l doit. On the
basis that, that, ah “Well, here is a

m stake, and | have no problemwth it. But
|"mal so not going to be in enough trouble
inall this stuff now wi thout, w thout ny
(unintelligible).

(Unintelligible) ought to resign sonetine,
don't.

| "' m not suggesting |I'm not suggesting |I'd
like to resign

Don't.

To tell you very frankly, | would not I|ike
to

Uh.

At this time I’d be willing to, w thout
creating any sticky problens.

That's the duty of our, uh, all our It's the
duty of our whole, duty of our whole staff,
and uh, though, they would play, play, play
their role (unintelligible).

I"'mfree fromsone other things and | can
cut loose, which | do. The problemwe get
there on the other side is that there's sone
pluses to it. Wat about that?

Wth an Attorney General added in. And a
Wi te House Counsel, possibly. Wite House
counsel

Pretty big bag, John.
The bi ggest.
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The |l east; that's the point.
Yeah.

Hi storically, people think in perspective,
but it, uh, take sone tine.

Hi storically you expect to (unintelligible)
that. (Unintelligible).

| see.
Well, fire sone people, because you cannot

| have given themleave. Unh, if they should
not fall under indictnment (unintelligible),
may be they can continue their duties.

If they intend to plead innocent.
(Unintelligible several talKking)
(Unintel ligible)

(Unintelligible) in the United States | ook,
that's about it, are you gonna pl ead

i nnocent or guilty? And if you're going to
pl ead guilty innocent fine, you are
suspended, 1'1l tell you when you can
concentrate on the (unintelligible).

Set out the Ervin negotiations and how we
get out the, uh, investigation and, uh, al
t his.

Well, this (unintelligible), I want to keep
Ervin at the (unintelligible), but I kind of
feel nmyself that (unintelligible)

| do too.
We ought to say, uh, and | think, uh

Wth that being the case, and the Dean
mat eri al

45
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PRESI DENT: (Unintelligible) Now wait a mnute, there's
no need to grapple with it.

HAL DEMVAN: | f he breaks off, you could nake a bargain
with the Commttee

PRESI DENT: | think -

EHRLI CHVAN: My exponent -

PRESI DENT: Yes, and what woul d you say? You coul d say,
"The President is directing this he's not in
(unintelligible).” They will appear
(unintelligible). 1 don't think that's
needed tonorrow. | think, I think, I think
you ought to nmeet with Ervin and cut the
deal and then, then even though it isn't
much of a conprom se, you could say, "W
have work, worked out a conprom se under
which there is an open session. They won't
get, you 'on Dean, Dean goes free. Dean in
Executive session is the, it's very nice
(unintelligible).

HAL DEMAN: (Unintel ligible)

PRESI DENT: How s that sound to you, Bob.
(Unintelligible) get a story out which will,
uh, keep the animals a little cool for
awhile. (Unintelligible)

EHRLI CHVAN: More than that, but you can date it back to
negoti ati ons commenci ng two weeks ago,

PRESI DENT: Yeah.

EHRLI CHVAN: t hree weeks ago, whatever it was.

PRESI DENT: Yeah. Yeah.

HAL DEMVAN: You put it on nmy statenent at the same tine?

PRESI DENT: No.

HAL DEMAN: You have to do it.

EHRLI CHVAN: The next day.
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The next day - Wednesday.

Wednesday. You should put ny statenent out
on Wednesday al so, or wait until Thursday
for ny statenment. (Coughs) (Unintelligible)
we better be right on the heels of the, uh

That's right. [I'd put yours out right with
it. You' re going to have the next day to
build it up alittle.

No, you don't want to build it up.

Put it right out. The problemhere, let ne
say, in your case, is not Segretti.
(Unintelligible) with Segretti stuff and
then, the in your case is Strachan. | nean
the (unintelligible) purpose of keeping the
(unintelligible).

(Unintelligible).

Oh, yes, uh, uh, (unintelligible) I know
that, testify on that.

(Unintel ligible)
Wul d you carry that secret?

The question is whether Strachan is indicted
or not.

If he is indicted?

| think I've got to cover nyself on the
Strachan thing, as you said, in such a way
so that if anything does happen it's, it's
covered and you can go back to my statenent
and say | said that he was the guy to
contact, that, that he should not be built
up as a central figure, nor should I try to
explain his every action. As | can't. Sone
of his actions were obviously carried out
unil aterally.

| think that's overly objective.
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| think some of Magruder's stuff could be
(unintelligible) pretty, pretty lively. |
think it's probably basically true.
(Unintelligible) you remenber back that far?
Think of that for a few days,
(Unintelligible).

You can't be that precise -

You can't be that precise: You renenber
what (unintelligible) were in You renenber

the things that you want to renenber, pretty
nmuch.

Wel |, especially when you've lived through a
whol e series of varying very heated -

Magr uder' s?

Wi ch he has.

Magruder's, Magruder's--You' ve got to

remenber now, Magruder is going to be as, as
uh, potent a w tness, and again as
(unintelligible).

Strachan (unintelligible) a strong w tness

too, an, and they’'re going to, they, they
are going (unintelligible) do sonething.

And they will--They have to say, "Wuo's
lying?” "Who's going to lie? | nean, here's
a guy who has a record of lying. He lied
(unintelligible). Are you going to take his
wor d agai nst Strachan who did not lie and

canme back to the U S. Attorney?"

We can produce peopl e around here who can
give you give different stories that
Magruder's told you, but which one is true?

What do you think M. Colson is going to be
doing-to us? You're not going to tell him
this, are you?

No.

| wouldn't think so.
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EHRLI CHVAN: Col son is undoubtedly sending all kinds of
signals to M. Hunt _

HAL DEMVAN: And that Chuck is, is overkill. | think,
he's his own worst eneny. He's very | ucky
that, that (unintelligible).

PRESI DENT: (Unintel ligible)

EHRLI CHVAN: He says that, uh, the New York Tines has a
story that he was here for a neeting with ne
yest er day.

HAL DEMAN: He acts like it was the first tinme he has
ever been in the White House and he wants
everybody to know.

(Unintelligible Conversation).

PRESI DENT: Well, you fellows need a little rest.

HAL DEMAN: Rest? Taking us all td that damm di nner
(unintelligible).

EHRLI CHVAN: We'll grin at the White House
Corr espondent s.

HAL DEMVAN: That's no rest.

PRESI DENT: Vell, then (unintelligible).

HAL DEMAN: That's work.

PRESI DENT: A year fromnow, it's gonna be different.

EHRLI CHVAN: Ch, yes.

HAL DEMAN: (Unintelligible). Yes.

PRESI DENT: Nope, seriously, seriously (unintelligible).
You know what ?

EHRLI CHVAN: Si x nmont hs from now.

PRESI DENT: Sooner than you t hink.

Let nme tell you,
John, the thing about all of this that has
concerned ne is the draggi ng the God dam
out thing out and dragging it out and being
and having it be the only issue in town.
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Now, and the thing to do nowis to have the
son of a bitch done - indict Mtchell and
ail the rest and there'll be a horrible two
weeks a terrible, terrible scandal, worse
t han Teapot Dome and so forth. And it isn't

doesn't have anything to do with teapot. It
isn't as bad as--
No.

| mean good God, there's got to be no
venality involved in the damm thing, no

t hievery or anything of that sort of thing.
Nobody got any favors, and, uh - You know
what | nean?

John (unintelligible).
Yeah. That's true.
dad to hear it.

The big, the, the, the, uh, the bad part of
it is the fact that the Attorney General,
and the obstruction of justice thing, which
it appears to be. And yet, they ought to
get-up fighting, in nmy view, a fighting
position on that. | think they all ought to
fight, and say this was not an obstruction
of justice, we were sinply trying to help

t hese defendants. Wuld you agree on that or
do you, do you think that's ny - is, is
that--possible. (Unintelligible)

| agree. | think it's gotta be defended,
obvi ousl y.

Yeah, but -
Yeah.

| know if they could get together on the
strategy, it would be pretty good for them

Yeah and, | think, uh, undoubtedly, that
will, that will shake down.

| would think that the U S. Attorney's and
the rest (unintelligible).
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EHRLI CHVAN: Thank you, sir.
HAL DEMAN: Yes, sir

51



